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the problem of Danzig thus represents merely a detail, but a detail
which to-day assumes the importance of a strategical point. It is
actually on this point that German policy has been testing, and will con-
tinue to test, the resistance of its adversaries. With good reason, the
question of Danzig has been compared to the question of the Sudeten-
land. Doubtless, a certain degree of compromise is possible between
Germany and Poland on the subject of the Free City, but the fact
remains that if Danzig should one day become a German base, Poland
will as surely be under the sway of the Reich, as Czechoslovakia has
been since the occupation of the Sudetenland.

One must never lose sight of the fact that the true aim of German
ambitions is, and remains, the colonization of the centre and of the
East of Europe; in a word, the domination of the Continent. If Poland
had accepted Hitler's proposals she would have really placed herself
in the position of a vassal of the Reich, she would have given her
allegiance to the policy of the Axis, whose vanguard she would have
been in aggression against Russia.

I believe that I can say, without fear of error, that what interested
Herr Hitler above all in the offers he made to Poland was less the
return of Danzig than the point which he never mentioned, viz., the
alliance against Moscow and the bonds of complicity and absolute
dependence which it entailed for Warsaw in respect of Berlin. The
great merit of the Polish Government is to have realized that, through
this insidious policy, the very independence of its country has been
great merit of the Polish Government is to have realized that through
at stake from the very beginning.

Now that the method of direct pressure has failed, will the National-
Socialist leaders have recourse to indirect pressure ? After attempting
to play Poland against Russia, will they reverse their method in order
to try and intimidate the Poles and play Moscow against Warsaw?
Certain declarations, and the interpretation given by political circles
in Berlin to the fact that M. Litvinov has fallen into disfavour might
lead to this conclusion. But it is possible that they may be taking
their wishes for facts in the matter.

We must not fail to "see the wood for the trees." The question is
not whether we should fight, or not, for the sake of Danzig. It is up
to Poland, when the time comes, to decide this question. The only
concern of France and Great Britain is to be determined to prevent
another coup by Hitler, and to check Nazi expansion while there is
still time.
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A FEW days after M. Beck's speech, the atmosphere prevailing in
the capital of the Reich is on the whole calmer. The general impression
is that a comparative lull will continue in Europe, during which the